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The following pieture of the Soviet Unien is based on interviews with
aumerous newapapermsn, politiesl leadersz, workers, and former priszoners
of wer.

A fow thousand Pis heve returned to Buvgary from various sections of Russia
during the last four weeks, and the Humpardsns ave rsceiving a very dark
pieture from them, Besides the devastation of the war they speak of the
disorganization of industry and egriculture and ths dissstisfaction of the
demebilized ex-~soldiers with the living conditions of their fawilics, meager
food rations, end the discipline ou the collective farms. As & result

of their outspokenness, & great many of them are allegedly being sent to
soncentration campy.

Az zoad 4n bad and cultlvation irsufflclent a hectars did not yileld over
o and one~half quintalsz of wheoat Instead of the 12-18 quintals asveraged
hefore The war. One of the PHa, a well kpowan Hungerian sgelieuliural expert,
waz offered & three vear coptract at £500 per month to develop propsr sesd
in Hupgary, and then to return to Usmeny to mansge the collective farms of
the district. ‘

As sn inducement to incrsase production sand to pacify the returned ssvvicenen,
land is belng dletriduted for private ownereship. IBvery gble-bodied nan may
apply for from one %o three hecterss, sccording to the size of his family.
Owmers will have to do their share of work In the collective farm and +111
their own land, With this land distributien go wll the usual privilepgss

of private ownersghip -~ the land can be sold and inhexrited snd passed on.

hile but few of the raturned Ple have come from fectory distriets, they

tell an equally discouraging tale. RMachines are in poor condition, production
ig low, there i an utter lack of discipline, and the em-gervicemsn are trying
to teke over monagewent, About one-fousth of the working time is ssid Yo

be davoted to sliop-mestings.

Bolling stock is in bad shape, and with the iack of proper organization and
discipline, service is bad. Trains at tiumes ave & day late.

The only improvexent generally spoken ghout 48 oh the highway systen
roepair-work, Hew rcad construction is apparently belng pushed strongly.
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